


“Spooks with Books” Instructions: 
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Please use this image as a inspiration– feel free to draw a better one, but when 
you do, I’d appreciate it if you’d share it back through the All Hallow’s Read site.  
The same goes for these instructions: you’ll probably find a better way, but this 
might get you going: 
 

1. Print the image or photocopy.  If possible use a stiff paper or light card, 
but it should work okay if you don’t – it just helps with the 
folding/bending. Just be careful not to jam your printer/copier. 
 

2. Cut around the outline. After cutting, I found it useful to use a marker pen 
to darken the edges of the back of the hands and arms.  In the next few 
steps, the back of the paper – the non-printed side becomes the “front”, 
and it’s easier when it’s unfolded. 

 
3. Add a mouth with marker pen– I’ve left a couple of suggestions at the 

bottom of the cut-out page, but add the emotion of your choice. 
 
4. Add titles and authors to your books before folding. I work in a Public 

Library, whereas a bookshop might want to put in current titles or offers.  
Personally I like weak jokes and unfunny puns, eg: 
“The Overdue Burial.”    
“Get into Ghostwriting.” 
“Tales of Terror by Dewey Decimate.” 

 
5. Fold the book before folding the Spook. Open out the book to help guide 

when folding the limbs. 
 
6. Slightly fold the Spook down the middle, stopping before the tail. 
 
7. With the tail, bend it slightly with your fingers to give it a wispy curl. 
 
8. When folding in the arms and hands, position the book where you want it 

to be, and fold the limbs to suit. 
 
9. Fix the hands of the ghost to the book with your preference. Tape or glue 

give a good cheap hold and clear hold, while Velcro lets you detach the 
book easier for storage or just to swap around. 

 
10. Dangle from the ceiling with thin thread or fishing line. 



Background of “Spooks with Books”. 
 
I created the first series of these decorations a couple of years ago. I was trying to 
decorate one of the Mobile Libraries I work on for Halloween, and was looking 
for something simple and book related.  
 
At first I thought to decorate up some books withdrawn from stock, possibly add 
some limbs or eyes, but that was going to take too much time, craft materials I 
didn’t have, never mind the question of well they would survive with the day to 
day bumping about as the vehicle was driven/daily encounters with the children 
coming on board. 
 
So this is what I came up with in the end: they’re made out of white card and 
marker pen. I’ve included a cut out to get you started, so you can print off and 
photocopy as many as you like. If they get damaged or whatever, it’s quick and 
cheap to replace them. 
 
The Edinburgh City Libraries Children’s Mobile Library, the “Book Bus” 
decorated as the “Spook Bus”.  October 2011.  
 
Image property of Edinburgh City Libraries. 
 

 
 


